
 

 

Interim Assessments serve as a means for 
fast, convenient, and accurate measurement. 
They can be implemented at intervals leading 
up to the ACT Aspire Summative Assess-
ment.  

Reading tests contain several text passages, 
including narratives (prose fiction, memoirs, 
and personal essays) and informational 
texts (social science and natural science). 
The passages range in level of text complexi-
ty to provide an indication about how well 
the student understands texts of increasing 
difficulty. The student will answer a series of 
questions which assess their abilities to rec-
ognize meaning and reason logically about 
texts and to make connections between texts.  

Mathematics tests assess what the student 
can do with what he or she has learned 
about mathematical formulas and computa-
tions. This includes the skills new to their 
grade level as well as whether they have 
continued to strengthen and apply mathe-
matics learned in earlier grades.  

Science tests assess science practices by 
using real scientific scenarios. Scenarios in 
earlier grades generally focus on everyday 
student discovery rather than formal sci-
ence. Scenarios in higher grades include 
student investigations, formal scientific re-
search, formal scientific data from refer-
ences, and students or scientists providing 
competing explanations for real scientific 
phenomena. 
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If you would like more information about 

the ACT Aspire format and/or you are 
interested in viewing some sample 

questions on the internet, please feel free 
to follow the steps listed below: 

 
1. Web Site: www.discoveractaspire.org 
 
2.To locate example test questions: 
 Scroll down until you see the heading 

Assessment  
 Click on the chosen subject under 

Exemplar Items 
 
Or 
  
 You may allow students to practice the 

online system using the Exemplar 
Items listed at http://tn.actaspire.org 

-Username: subject (i.e. math) 
-Password: actaspire 
 
Please remember, no specific grade level 
items will be provided. The online system 
is used solely for experience– not content.  

 

If you have any questions about the ACT 
Aspire or if you would like to discuss 
your child’s results on these tests in the 
future, please feel free to contact: 

 Kim Morton, BWES School Counselor           
342-2668 or kmorton@tcss.net   

How can you help your child 
during testing? 

 
 Be sure that your child is at school 

and on time every day!  
 
 Have your child go to bed early 

enough to get plenty of sleep.  
 
 Make sure your child is up in time to 

eat a healthy breakfast each morning. 
 
 Allow your child to wear his/her 

favorite comfortable clothes. Lay 
them out the night before testing to 
avoid rushing in the morning. 

 
 Ask your child to do as well as he/she 

can. You may want to think of 
something that would be very 
pleasing to your child and offer it as 
a reward following the test. 

 
 Express confidence in your child’s 

ability to do well. 
 
 If your child wears glasses, please 

make sure that he/she has them for 
testing.  



 


